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XXI. On some new genera and speeles of Ileteronierous 
Coleoptera (llelopida?) from Tierra del Fnego, 
By CiiAS. O. AVatekiiouse. 

[Read 3rd November, 1875.] 

i\IosT of tlie insects described in this paper were 
brought to this country ])y INIr. Charles Darwin. They 
were described by my father, many years ago, in a paper 
on the classification of the lleteromera. By a most un¬ 
fortunate accident this paper slipped, during its trans]mrt 
to the Entomological Society, from the ^mapper in which 
it was enclosed, and was lost. 

The specimens liave remained untouched until the 
present day, and in the following descriptions I have 
made use of the original dissections made liy my fatlicr. 

The species are five in number, and, although they all 
approach the genus llelops, they differ so much in struc¬ 
ture and apjiearance that I have deemed it best to propose 
three new genera for their reception. 

They are all a]itcrous, and one of them was found in 
some numbers in Tierra del Fucgo, on the sea-shore, under 
stones that were covered to some depth at each high 
tide. 

The following are the descriptions:— 

Fam, llELOITD^E. 

CiiiTONiscus, G. It. ^Vaterhouse, IMS. 

i\Icntum very small. Ligula truncate iii front, with 
the angles rounded. Apical joint of the labial palpi sub- 
cylindrical, small, nearly as long as the two ])receding 
joints taken together. INIaxillary palpi with the penul¬ 
timate joint not longer than broad; the apical joint twice 
as long as the second, wider at its apex, but not securi¬ 
form. INIandibles bifid at the apex. Labrum transverse, 
not emarginate. Head not much narrowed behind the 
eyes; clypeiis distinctly separated from the forehead by a 
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(loc])ly-iinpre?sotl line. Scarcely any rid^c over the l)asc 
of tlic antenine. lOyes not very prominent. Anteuine 
moderately long; the second joint cylindrical a little 
longer than the first and more slender; the thirds fifth 
and scventli joints nearly e(pial, a little shoi’ter than the 
second ; the fourth, sixth and eighth joints a little shorter 
than the third, fifth and seventh respectively; the ninth, 
tenth and eleventh gradually becoming a little stouter. 
Thorax fiatteued, all the angles rounded; base cmarginate. 
Scutellum transverse, truncate at the apex. Elytra im¬ 
perfectly covering the abdomen, diverging ])osteriorly. 
Ijcgs long; anterior tarsi witli the four l)asal joints (very 
gradually decreasing) si!l)equal; l:)asal joint to the ]ios- 
terior tarsus as long as the two followiiig together. An- 
terior coxje prominent, the prosterniim sunk between 
them and cliannclled ; intermediate coxm somewhat 
widely separated from each other; the mesosteriuim trun¬ 
cate in front, transversely excavated between the cox;n ; 
metasternum very short, with a dec]) central im]n*ession ; 
])Osterior coxa3 rather widely separated. Teguments 
generally soft. 


Chitonisens hrevipennis, sp. u. 

Piceus, deprcssiis; corporc subtus, fcmoribusrpie piceo- 
tcstaccis. Ca])ite sat lato, nitido, irregularitcr hand crebre 
])unctnlato, clyjico picco-tcstaceo. Antennis ])iccis, articulo 
])rimo ct 9^^, 10'’ et IE ]ncco-tcstaceis, bis ])ubcscentibus. 
Thoracc dorsim depressiusculo, nitido, sat crebre subtiliter 
])unctato, longitudiiic vix latiori, lateribus rotundatis. 
Scutcllo piceo-testaceo, sid^tilitcr pimctidato. Elytris basi 
thorace jiaulo latioribus postice amjdiatis, striatis; singnlo 
elytro inarginc interno arenato. Abdominc sujwa nitido, 
Impunctato, subtus subtiliter aciculato-punctato, punctis 
setiferis. Pectorc nitido, impunctato. 

Long. 4:J lin.; lat. H—2 liii. 

llnh ,—Ticrra del Piiego. Prit. INlus. 

The surface of the elytra is slightly wrinkled, and the 
striae (not deeply imjucssed) arc in jiairs and not punctured. 

This most curious insect (which from the loose manner 
in which the joints are set reminds one of a Blatta) was 
Ibund in some numbers by iNlr. Darwin on the sca-shorc 
under stones. 
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IIydkomediox, gcn» iiov, 

Antcnnaj long and slender^ tlic third to tentli joints 
gradually becoming shoi ter^ the tenth being still one-third 
longer than broad. Elytra covering the abdomen, not 
diverging at the apex, the internal margins being con¬ 
tiguous nearly to the apex. Prosternum sunk ))ctween 
the coxa?, keeled. iNIesostcrnnm completely shelving in 
front, compressed between the coxae, which arc not much 
separated. jMetasternum short, channelled behind; pos¬ 
terior coxa? not much separated. 

The rest as in Cldtoniscus, 

Ihjdromedlon elongatum, sp. n. 

Elongatum, piceo-testaceiim, sat nitidum. Ca})ite sat 
magno, sat crebre subtiliter punctulato. Thoracc capite 
paulo latiori, longitudinc vix latiori, sat crebre fortius 
punctato, leviter convexo, antice omnino rotundato, postice 
paulo angustato, angulis posticis [plerumque] fere rectis, 
obtusiusculis. Scutello transverse, basi parce punctulato. 
Elytris basi thoracc paulo latioribus, et 2| longioribus, 
])ostlce am])llatis, sat convexis, fortiter punctato-striatis, 
interstitiis sat angustatis, leviter convexis, nitidis; singulo 
elytro ad apiceni rotundato. Abdomine subtus parce 
subtilissime punctulato. 

Long. 5 lin.; lat. 2 lin. 

/A/r.—Head more distinctly punctured. Thorax with 
the sides much rounded, and tlie posterior angles more 
oljtuse, INIesosternum only slightly keeled between the 
coxa? ; stria? of the elytra less closely punctured. 

Ilah, —Tierra del Fuego. Brit. Mus. 

PARAiiELOrs, gen. nov. 

Eyes prominent. Antenna? reaching to the shoulders 
of the elytra : first joint stout, a little longer than broad ; 
second joint the same length as the first but less stout; 
third joint as long as the two preceding taken together, 
cylindrical; the fourth scarcely longer than the second ; 
the fifth to tenth gradually becoming shorter, ])ut not 
perceptibly thicker; tlie eleventh joint nearly globular, 
but with a fine point at the apex. Elytra covering the 
abdomen, the internal margins contiguous, the internal 
angle slightly rounded. Prosternum flat between the 
coxa? (which are not very prominent), not ]iroduced 
behind. ]Mesosternum completely shelving in front, the 
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part between the coxns moderately broad and nearly flat. 
Abdominal ])rocess between the coxa3 moderately breads 
truncate in I’ront. The rest as in Chiioniscus. 

Tlie structure of the sterna in this genus most nearly 
approaches that of llelops striatus, but the mcsostermim 
is slielving in front and not concave. The apical joint of 
the maxillary palpi is not securiform, Szc, 

Ihtrahclops pnbcsccns^ sp. nov. 

Ido n gat us, piceo-niger, nit id us, parcc brevitcr grisco- 
])ubcscens. Ca])itc crebre distinctc jninctato; oculis pro- 
mincntlbus. Thoracc [])lcriunr|ue] convcxiusculo, sat 
crebre distinctc ])unctato, capite paulo latiori, latitudinc 
hand longiori, anticc posticcriuc ])aiilo angnstatis, lateribus 
Icviter arciiatis, ante angulis (anticis posticisque) Icvitcu 
incisis. Scntello triangulari, brevi. Elytris basi thoracc 
])auhilo latioribus, medio paulo ainpliati.s, convexis, sat 
fortiter striato-]:)unctatis; interstitiis hand convexis, sub- 
seriatiin snbtilitcr piiiictulatis. Corporc subtns crebre 
distinctc pimctato. 

Long. 3A lin,; lat. lin. 

This species varies in a most remarkable manner both 
in sculpture and form. The thorax is thickly punctured, 
sometimes moderately strongl}-, sometimes very delicately; 
it is sometimes broadest in front, gradually narrowed 
behind, the sides being nearly straight; sometimes the 
sides are much rounded, and the thorax is so nari-ow in 
Iront that only the neck of the licad can be withdrawn, 
whereas in other examples the head and eyes can be with¬ 
drawn into the thorax; the ]:)osterior angles are at times 
slightly acute, sometimes obli(picly truncate. The elytra 
vary in length, sometimes bluntly rounded at the apex, at 
others somewhat attenuated; the stride arc sometimes ini- 
])rcsscd and stronglj^ punctured, at others not imj)ressed 
and delicately punctured. These diflercnccs are certaiidy 
not specific, as the two sides of the same specimen are not 
always quite alike. 

IJah ,—Tierra del Fuego. Brit. Mus. 

Parahclops Darivinii, sp. nov. 

Xigro-piccus, nitidus, sat latus, depressiuscnlus. Ca])itc 
crebre fortiter ]nmctato; oculis proininentibus; antennis 
j)iceis. ddioracc capite duplo latiori, longitudine X latiori, 
convcxiusculo, crebre fortiter pimctato, anticc omnino ro- 
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tiiiidato, postice angustato^ latcribus rotiindatis, angulis 
]:)osticis ierc rotuiidatis. Scutello transverso^ brevi. 
Elytris tborace paidido latloribus, postice paulo ampliatis, 
leviter convexis, ad siituram depressiiisculis^ fortiter striato- 
juinctatis^ iiitcrstitiis ])arcc siibtiliter punctulatis. Pectore 
discrete fortiter puiictato. Abdoniiiie subtilitcr discrete 
piinctulato. Tarsis obscure testaccls. 

Long. 4^ lin.; lat. 2 liu. 

Var ,—Thorax with the sides very gently cinarginate 
towards the posterior angles, which ar (7 in coiisecpieiice 
more distinct. 

Ilab ,—“Tierra del Fiicgo; Valparaiso. Brit. Mus. 


Parahelops qiiadrlcollis, sp. n. 

Oblongus, picco-niger, sat convcxus, nitidiis, brevitcr 
grisco-pubescens. Capite crcberriine distincte ]:)unctato; 
oculis prominulis. Thorace pariim convexo, creberriine 
distincte piinctato, capite h latiori, longitiidinc }, latiori, 
inarglne antico medio parum prodiicto, angulis auticis 
rotundatis, latcribus fere ])arallelis, ante angulos posticos 
subito parum obliquis, angulis ]:)Osticis obtusiiisculis. 
Scutello parvo, triaugulari. Elytris thorace paulo latiori- 
bus, et 2^ longioribus, sat convcxis, postice paululo 
ampliatis, sat fortiter pimctato-striatis, intcrstitiis con- 
vexiusculis, subseriatim subtilissime punctulatis. Abdominc 
crebre distincte punctato. 

Long. 3.^ lin. ; lat. lin. 

This species most nearly approaches C. puhescens^ and 
has the same general structure, but it is relatively broader. 
It is distinguished by its thicker punctuation of the head 
and thorax, and by the broad form of the latter. The 
elytra arc proportionately less elongate, the shoulders ai*c 
distinct. The abdomen is less strongly and less thickly 
punctured than in C, puhescens, and the pubescence is 
finer. The apex of the antennae and the tarsi are pitchy. 

Vai \—Thorax with the sides gently rounded. 

Ilab ,—Falkland Islands (C. Darwin and Thos. Havers, 
Esqrs.) Brit. jMus. 
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To complete this paper I subjoin tlie following species, 
collcclecl by Dr. Hooker and ]\Ir. T. Havers:— 

Hi/(Iromedian clonf/atuw, var. 

In the Hrltisli ^Museum thci’c are three sj^eeimeiis which 
dlller from the s])ecies which 1 have named //, cloiufatiun 
in being rather smaller, testaceous, relatively shorter, and 
having the elytra less strongly ])inicturcd, the stri:e not 
impressed. These may prove to ])elong to a distinct 
species, Imt I ])refer at pi'csent considering them a variety 
of the above named. 

llah, —Straits of Mngellan (Dr. Hooker). 


11 yd VO median var icy at urn, sp. nov. 

Precedenti affme ; minus convexnm, testaccum, fnsco- 
variegatnm, antennis tibiisqne fnsco-annulatis. Ca])itc 
post ocnlos rotnndato-angnstato. Elytris sat fortiter snb- 
scriatim pimctatis, marginibns reflexis. 

Long, oj—4:{ lin. 

I am chiefly induced to give this the rank of a species 
on account of the form of the head. In //. elanyalum 
the head behind the eyes has the sides ])arallel, so that the 
eyes do not project; in the present insect the head is con¬ 
tracted behind the eyes so as to leave them ])romincnt. 
The thorax is less convex, and has the lateral margins 
distinct. The elytra arc relatively shorter, less convex, 
not strongly ])nnctnred, and the mai’gins arc gently 
reflexed. The apical half of each joint of the antenine 
and tai’si is fiiscons, and the tibia3 are ringed Avitli the 
same colour. 

Hub, —Straits of Magellan (Dr, Hooker and Capt. 
Loss). Erit. iMns. 


Parabclops Ilaversll, sp. n. 

Ovalis, brunneo - testaeeiis, nitidns, convexinscnlns, 
Ca])ite creberrime snbtiliter pnnctnlato; ocnlis promi- 
nentil)us, Thoracc capite dii])lo latlori, longitndinc 
latiori, levitcr convexo, creberrime distincte ])imctulato, 
antice posticcqnc fere rectc trnneato, angnlis rotnndatis, 
lateribus levitcr rotnndatis, marginibns reflexis. Scntello 
transverse, crebre pnnctnlato. Elytris thoracc panlo 
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latioribus, medio levitcr ampliatis, convexis, fortiter 
piinctato-striatisj interstitiis convexiusculis, levibns ; mar- 
ginibiis laterallbiis bene reflexis. Corpore siibtns siib- 
opaeo; abdomine creberrime subtiliter punctidato, flavo- 
pubescenti. 

Long. 3 lin.; lat. lin. 

In general form this species resembles a Necrophilus 
{Sll 2 :)]iidai)y bnt has the thorax scarcely broader behind 
than in front. The eyes are very prominent. The 
shoulders of the elytra are nearly rectangular^ but blunt; 
the stria3 are not deejdy impressed, are strongly but not 
very thickly punctured; the margins are reflexed, the 
reflexed portion gradually narrowing to the apex. 

Hah, — Falkland Islands (T. Havers, Escp). Brit. IMus. 


